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vhis application 1s in public interest and h,.::: been

filed by a practising sdvocats of this Court who has

taking intc :?:Jt in matters relating to

oonsiaée.ntly' been
'fhc reliefs claimed in thi,a

anvironme:nt nnd pollution.
spplication u:::clar Article 32 of the conatitution gra for

isauing a.ppropriut:a directions cinema exhibition halls

slidas mntaininq information and messages oD
read of dnforma-

to exhibit
environment free of cost) d_trect_ions for sp

tion relsting to environment in national and regional

languages and for broadcast thereof on the All India Radio

Cars ? ,‘g'fﬁ"f ot the telwiuion in ragultr and short

:,pmgrmas w:k.?;i*:.: & ﬁéw to eCmQatinq thq peopls! o£
e:io!.' the =~

Indiu ahout tkmi:: mcinl obligation in the matt
the environment in proper shape and mnkiuq

upkeep of up
t:ne:n alivc: to their Obligution not co act as pollutim;

agancies or factxﬁbs. There i3 also a pravcr that enviro

man:g shculd be hadﬁ & oo:rfpumory subject inm .-scnooln e.ﬁc‘.

c:olleges i,n_«n graded system 5o that there would be & gn:f.ral

Q;::;;,rd?.h of aﬁaxwasg. we hed issued notice
1 n“é\’:ﬁ 04 f:hg: i}ntitiou and the Central Govamnmt ‘ms i nze g~

to tm- 'U_nion pf

dl.ntely rﬁspondod.

Until 1972, genaral awsreness of mankind to ths Lwpor-
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tunce of onvironment for the well-being of mankind had not ;
been appropriately apprecisted though over the years for

more thano & century thers wes a giowing ?onlipution tbatf
manking bad to 1ive in tuse with nature if life was to be

pesceful, happy ead satisfied. In the name of sclentific '
man started distancing himself from Hature

3

developmant,
Our ances- ‘\

.

-and evaen develcoped an urge to conguer nature.
‘z0r . bsd knowr that nature wasz not sdbdunblg nnc,_thazcgﬁra,
had made it &an obligation for man o surreader to Dature

and live in tune with it. Our Constitution undaruunt ;n

ax.adzment in 1976 by incorporating an article {511} uit;{h

the heading “"Fundamental Duties®. Clause (g) th-:aof requiras,

oevery citizen to protect and improve the natural enviroaoment
including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and to have

compazsion for living craétures. Soon after the intaxnationaT

oontartuce on cnvi:nnmaut the Water Pollution Control Act of
1974 ca=e on the statute book: the Adr Pollutiocn Cpatrol Aot
ceme in 1981 and fina_‘l.ly game the Environment Dmtaction Aot

of 19865

Law 1s & regulator of human coaduct as the pProfessors

of jurisprudence say, but no law can indeed effectively work

unless there is an element of accepiance by the_ paople ‘in

zoclety. Ho law worka out nmoothly,unluss the’ intcrnct*cn is

vélustary. .In o;ﬂar that buman conduct may be in §vcordancc

.e:tb. the pzucﬂptiou of .‘I.au it is naces,;ary tha.\: t.hem should

vy
rup!:ia.ts ewsreness about whet the law requim and there

DR

; b:f mwtance that the mquiruamt of law'-iz
"zh.ﬁgﬁd upon a ph.ilosophy which should be foilow&d g This

“uld be possible only when steps are taken in an sdeguate
asure to make people sware of the indigpensable necesaity

thelr conduct being oriented in accordance with the require-

rtg of law,
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Life hay become coumpstitive. Jense of ‘kq/ ?

crsdad.

Lust 50 years.
living procoss &S systematically «ro

idealism in the
A% p colhlaesguence of vhis tne age old noxms of good Liwving

ac longer followed. The anxlety to do good to the

are
r the Qgciety in general has died out, today

needy or fo

of the repercussions of one's actions on soclety,

oblivious

everyone is prepared to do whatever is easy and convenfent

for his own purpose. In this backdrop if the laws are to

be enforced and tha malalse of pollution hasg to be kapt

under control end the environment hasg to be protected in

an ucpolluted state 1t 13 necessary that people are aware

of the vice of polluticn and its avil conseguences.
\

we . are in a democratic polity where disseminetion of

information Is the foundutiqn of the system, Keeping the

sitivens informsd iz en obligation of the ¢-vemment, It

is equelly the responsibllity of soclety to adsquately

Woate every conponent L 1t a0 that the soclal level 1is

“ept up. We, therefore, accept on principle the prayers
mads by the petitioner. We ure happy to find that the

leayned Attormey General who appeared for the Unlon of

Indie hes also appreciated tne stand of the petitioner and

qtéésto_uqu out the procsdure by which

has even, Cooper some”
5 Vo -

of the DiEyois

Teould Ro o granted. . 5

1] .
¢ pecition with the tollowing

We dlgpese of Lhisn wrl

44 rogrions :
({) Respondents 1, 2 & 3 shall issue appropriste direc-

tions to the State Govemments and Unlon Tarritories to in-

veriebly eaforce es z condition of license of all cinema ialls,

touring cinemas snd video parlours to axhiblt fLree of cost

atlpest tws ulides/messages on anvironment in esch show undic

taken by them, “The Ministry of Enviromment should within

two months from now comg out with eppropriste slide materisl



which would be brief pue efiiclaently carry the wmesyago hbmuy
on varlous aspects of environment and pollution. Thisg
material should bs circulated directly to the Collectors
who are the licgnsing authorities for the cinema exhibition
halls under the respective State laws for compliance with-
out any further direction and helping the cinema halls and
video parlours to comply with thefréﬁuiremants TL OUr orasr,
Failure to comply with our order should be treated as a
ground for cancellation of the licence by the appropriate
authorities. The material for the slides should be such

|
that it would at once be {wpressive, striking and leave an

iwpect on cvery one who sees the slide,

'u)‘éfng Minigtiry of information and Broadcasting of the
Goﬁétmﬁéﬁt of India should without Jdelay start producing
infomatlion fglms of short duvatlon as i3 being done now
on varlous aspects of anvironment and pollution bringing
put the benefits for soclety on the envirvnmant being pro-
-tcctsd und the hazexds involved in the environment being
polluted. Mind catching aspects sitiould be made the central
fhemo of such short £ilms, One such film should be shown,

sy fer zs pracuicable, in one show every day-by €he cinaema

hells and:tfle Central Government and the State GOvermments

are directed o ensure compliance of this condition from

February 1, 1882.

(3} Reelising the importance of the matter of environment
and the necesslty of protecting it in an wunpolluted for as
‘¢ had suggested to learned Attomey Geflersl to have g

Halogue with the Ministry of Information and Broadeazting

5 to the manner the ALl Indie Radic and Doordarshan can,
Ss{st this process of educstion, We are happy to indiocate
hat lesmed Attomey Geaerel hes told us that five to Beven .
loutes can be devoted overy dzy end there could be, onq#‘

waeek, & lenger programmae. We do not waut te project an



4 . - ,r’: "
ession thaty,wa are auvthoritiocs on the subject, but wz
S .

-\.5;1{‘.1‘ Fusquet to the wmrograrre ovrtmolling avthorities i

B § H
mafr?x;c,- iarshan and tae All Indils Redlo to take proper
'31;;‘{5’ wo meke lnvoerescling prograimes and proadcast the
::5.3@?0:: tha 'redlc snd exhibit the sume on the television.

Tne jiational network as alec the Statc Doordarshan Centres

20

muld immediately take steps to implement this direction
TBe ¥

e t_i.a-.c f£yo~ February 1, 1992, regular compliance can be

madd .

(4) we accept on principle that torough the madiua of

aducation swaraness of the.t;nvimqmemt and lts problems
Ds
ralated to vpolluticn s3hould Bé tm:}ght as a4 compulsory

Dg
Pubjcct. Lesmed httomoy‘ﬁa?@ral polinted out to us that
i8¢ -
'th@mwmml Guveramait {g associatbd with education at

..,

th-e higher levels and the University Grants C.osmission can

monitor anly the under c-rdc-‘m*lte_ and nest graduate studlies.

-_aru

Tha rest of 1t, ac< nr} ty him, i3 a State subject. Heo
has sgroed that the University Grants Commission will take
appropriata steps immediately to give effeut to what we

2. r:;r-mrinq tho Univarsities to prﬁscriba o

have said, 1.
Teourse on environmeat.. "‘Im{ '-ouli cmuldar tho f{:asib‘lit,
Cof n:ming this & c\'}*wm;w :JubjL b at Gvaw la el_.m- c-oll ge
eduycation, S0 !.'.‘a: 83 :«.dugc.f:;::n Unteo the m‘lua J_gv(,T e
concermed, wé would raguire avery State Government and ovary
:‘.‘.duoatiw fSosrd cgoanected with education upto the matricula~
Ziom or stage even intermediate oolleges to ixanedi@telv take
ptepe to enforcs cogpulsory education co savironment in &
qmd v&f. This zhould be #o done that in the next scademic

;ear tt‘az,a would be corpliance of this reguilrsment.

We have not considered it nececsary Lo near ths State
'‘Grionts and the othor interesved groups es Uy now there 1 a

gral accepten: » through our the world sy slso in our cowntry



that protection of anvirgnment and Keeping {1 free of

pollution i3 an indispensable necessity for life to

survive on earth. 1f wnat be the situaticn, evory ong

must turn him lremedlete sttention to the pLoper care

to sustaln eanvironment in & decent way,
|

We dispose of the matter with the aforesaid direc.

tion but give liberty to Mr. Hehta to apply to thae

Uvur* fngm time o tiue for further aiructionu, if

NECOBEAYY., )
‘i'll.’..?..l'!'l CJ-I
.l.llbq.t‘l‘l..l J
(O N Ray)

l'i{{"n‘ Dalhi, R R §

Rovember 22, 1991 (h.s.xvand)

&



